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NOVEMBER ELECTION RESULTS:  The 2009 Michigan House will be led by Democrats, and more than a third of its members will be serving in a first term.  Republicans will lead in the State Senate, which returns with all but one of the same lawmakers.
The Medical Marijuana Ballot Proposal passed.  This voter-initiated law legalizes marijuana for medical use but leaves many questions unanswered.  For example, it does not stipulate how patients obtain the drug nor does it change the federal law criminalizing marijuana for all purposes.  MSMS is investigating the details on behalf of physicians and is providing input to the Michigan Department of Community Health as rules are developed.

Michigan Supreme Court Chief Justice Clifford Taylor was defeated.  Consequently, Michigan’s nation-leading tort reforms are at risk.  MSMS will need our grassroots support to help protect these laws.  

2008 LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY SUCCESSES:

*Medicare: We stopped the proposed 10% cut in Medicare by convincing Congress to override a Presidential veto.

*Medicaid: Proposed cuts in the state budget for Medicaid patient coverage and provider payments were averted.  Instead, $2.1 million was added to Medicaid budget. 

*Drivers License Bill: Non-permanent Michigan residents can now get temporary licenses helping residents-in-training and practicing physicians from other countries. 
*Tanning Parlor Regulation: Passed by both House and Senate and signed by Governor Granholm, this law will take effect April 1st.

LEGISLATION TO WATCH IN 2009:  
These bills will need to be reintroduced in 2009 and will have different numbers assigned. 

*SUPPORT Smoke-Free Work Place Bill  

The Michigan Legislature finished 2008 without reaching agreement on the proposed smoking ban for Michigan workplaces including casinos, bars and restaurants.  

*OPPOSE Chiropractic Scope of Practice Expansion 

These bills were passed by the House but died in the Senate during the lame duck session thanks, in part to the grassroots effort put forth by the Medical Society and Alliance.  Likely, they will be reintroduced this year.   

 *OPPOSE Medical Liability Bill
Urge lawmakers to preserve tort reforms & protect health care.  

*SUPPORT Medically Impaired Driver Reporting Bill
*SUPPORT More Physical Education for Children
