March 8, 2010

Legislative Meeting

No legislators were present.  

Agenda:

State budget and physician tax:  On February 11, Governor Granholm presented her proposed budget (which is 99% identical to her previous budget according to MSMS).  Her focus was again on a physician tax, with is a different twist with this proposal than last year in that the majority of revenue would go to Medicaid. This tax remains a loss for most physicians as it was when previously presented last year.  She also has cuts to the single business tax starting in 2011 through 2013 (decrease of .8 to .7 to .6) which will reduce the tax liability of small business.  This budget is in Senator Kahn’s committee.  He feels that this proposal will not “come out” of committee.  MSMS has a commitment from Senator Kahn that the senate does not support increase taxation.  The budget does need to be in balance before approval.  MSMS would like to take the position with a “positive” spin versus “taxes will kill medical practices” as the health industry is approaching the number one industry in the state of Michigan.  Senator Stabenow is approaching the federal government for increase in federal funding.  She wants the federal government to change their conversions for funding to reflect the current economic status of the state of Michigan.  The current conversions for funding for the state of Michigan remain set based on the auto industry “boom” era.

Text messaging while driving:  This bill is before the house and senate with each having their separate versions.  The bill states that drivers can not get pulled over for texting while driving, however they can be ticketed if pulled over for another infraction or cause an accident.

Reporting of impaired drivers:  This bill encourages physicians to report to the secretary of state impaired drivers. This is not required and the doctor would be held harmless, impaired drivers could not sue and allows for anonymity for reporting. There was question regarding HIPPA violation and this bill was written so that the language in the bill falls within the regulations of HIPPA.

Federal health care reform:  “Road blocks” are popping up according to MSMS. SGR (sustainable growth rate which is the rate tied to Medicare reimbursement) is tied into the health reform.  Congress agreed to a one month fix.  MSMS states that the feeling is there is no incentive for congress to fix the SGR.  The AMA’s involvement with health care reform is viewed as an opportunity to influence legislation by being part of the negotiations.  The was discussion regarding the health care system sustainability and measurements used for guidelines in the providing of care, medication, testing, etc. (standardize care so that everyone receives the same and all doctors the same framework to provide care).
Next meeting: April 12th.  Legislators will be present.

Respectfully submitted,

Deb Droste

KCMSA Legislative member
