LEGISLATIVE MEETING REPORT
MARCH 9, 2009

There were no legislators present at today’s meeting.

AGENDA

House Bill 4341-Smoke Free Bill:  this bill has been sent to the Regulatory Reform Committee.  Rep. Joan Bauer re-introduced this bill. This bill will resume focus after budget discussions.  MSMS stand is for a complete “smoke free” bill meaning there are no exceptions to a smoke free environment.  There was a short discussion regarding a change in the stand of MSMS to allow specific venues that would not fall under “smoke free” with the thought being the bill would be easier to pass.
Senate Bill 111-Reporting Impaired Drivers:  this bill exempts physicians from liability.  Currently, a lawsuit has been filed in which a doctor signed a waiver indicating 6 months seizure-free which allowed his patient to drive.  This patient was in an accident which caused injury to another driver.  At present, the physician can be liable.  This is a public health issue and one in which trial attorneys are very interested.

House Bill 4028-Helmet Law:  this bill returns with each legislative session.  This bill will pass the house and senate but will be vetoed by the Governor as it has many times in the past.  She vetoes this bill as she has an understanding of the health care costs when injury is the result of no helmets.  This bill would significantly increase health care costs.
A segment of the motorcyclist population continue to be in favor of a no helmet law.

2009 Budget Update:  there no plans to cut the Medicaid budget this year.  MSMS is actively educating the new group of legislators regarding Medicaid in that it isn’t an urban problem, what Medicaid services are available, Medicaid demographics, etc.  Currently 2/3 of Medicaid recipients are the elderly.  As the unemployment rises the Medicaid recipients will increase.  Discussion regarding legislation to prevent shifting assets, transfer of savings, etc which allows elderly to qualify when they shouldn’t be receiving Medicaid benefits.  S-Chip (another Medicaid program = MI Child) expansion of qualifications (Children Special Health Services not a part) and federal match (federal stimulus package) will be increased to 70/30 ratio with increase to 73% in 2010. Discussion regarding the numerous Medicaid type programs and potential to decrease costs if the program consolidated services.  There was further discussion regarding commercial/ HMO insurers removing patients off their roles, so that these patients could be covered by governmental agencies, when in fact they should still receive continued coverage under their commercial policies.  Dr. Condit mentioned to make plans to incorporate this issue in an existing MSMS resolution which will go before the House of Delegates the end of April.

Other Issues:  the chiropractic bill will return!  Michigan has the most restrictive laws for chiropractors.  It was made clear that this bill did not pass because of the “out pouring” from the medical community.  When legislators receive letters, email and phone calls from physicians, spouses, administrators of medical practices, etc, they ‘sit up and take notice’.  We were encouraged to continue to write our legislators regarding issues we are passionate about.

Universal access versus universal care was discussed.  The question is Will rationing of care be done?  Part of President Obama’s stimulus package was for initiation of studies which would determine an ‘essential benefit package’. An ‘essential benefit package’ means what health care benefits would each and every person receive that would be essential.   There were concerns expressed as to who would determine this and how it would be determined and if there would be physician input.  Also, part of President Obama’s plan is to cut Medicare by 20% in 2010.

Meeting Adjourned.

