LEGISLATIVE MEETING REPORT
2-9-09

This was the first legislative meeting of 2009.  The January meeting was canceled.  Three legislators were present at today’s meeting; Rep. Dave Hildenbrand (R-), Rep. Dave Agema (R-Grandville) and Rep. Justin Amash (R-Kentwood).

Agenda:

Introduction of new lawmakers:

There are 44 new lawmakers which have never served.  Democrats replaced 9 Republicans.  Michigan’s legislature has a democratic slant.

2008 Legislative wrap-up:

The chiropractic bill did not make it through the lame duck session.  MSMS extends a huge “Thank You” to all who responded to our legislators via phone, email or by letter.  This response changed the tide as MSMS was loosing ground on this bill.  The support of physicians and their spouses prevented chiropractors from expanding their scope.  If this bill is re-introduced, the plan is to have a more balanced approach with a cost analysis of what the chiropractors are proposing and better explanations to the legislators from physicians, of the scope of expansion and what it means to patients.
Regarding the Blue Cross expansion issue; Senator Tom George re-worked the bill after a speedy passage through the house.  Blue Cross is a non-profit organization in which to maintain its non-profit status they must insure a segment of the non-insured population. They claim they can not continue to cover the segment of non-insured unless they expand their insurance options (such as worker compensation, etc).  With this bill in its original form, Blue Cross would have had 90% of the market share with a large expansion of insurance types purchased. Currently they have a 70% of the market share, 3 billion dollars in reserve and have paid their CEO several million.  It was made clear that the attorney general should continue to be responsible for the review and decision making in these types of bills.

The smoke free bill did not pass.  The MSMS position is a no-exception smoke free bill.  The legislature’s majority felt a no-exception bill infringed on the rights of citizens and government played too large a role.  Also, and most importantly, this bill did not pass and will not pass if presented again as a no-exception, because most casinos are owned by Indian reservations where the government does not play a role.
2009 State Legislative Agenda:

There are revenue short falls because businesses are leaving the state despite the tax increases and the increase of the MBT (Michigan Business Tax) and its associated surcharge.  There is concern regarding new businesses and industries (i.e. movie production) receiving huge tax breaks to establish business in this state with these tax incentives, the state will not receive money in taxes and in some cases will pay industries to locate here.  This is unfair to established businesses with the new businesses costing the state money and established business unable to survive the taxation.  

The stimulus package from the federal government is 13% for infrastructure meaning to build roads not repair, 87% for entitlements, leaving 7%.

There will be a strong push for a 25-30 cent per gallon increase (or 13% increase in the gas tax) at the state level on gas.    There will also be a second tax on gas at the federal level.  This would be a ‘double whammy’ on consumers and the legislators present wanted us to be prepared and aware.  They caution that before citizens approve any tax increases the legislators have many places to cut the budget instead.
There was discussion on part-time vs. full time legislators.  Rep. Agema stated that part-time legislation would be a difficult change to pass.  At present the majority of state legislators is young and would receive many benefits including wage increases and superior health care benefits until age 65 at which time Medicare would be in effect.  Therefore, for most, this is a very nice full time job to have and better than what they had prior to their election.  Those legislators in favor of part-time are in the minority and are concerned that benefits such as health care are not financially sustainable.

House Leadership & Committee Assignments:

A list was passed out to members.

Rep. Dillion-Speaker of the House

Rep. Angerer-Majority Floor Leader

Rep. Hildenbrand-Floor Leader

Medical Marihuana* Rulemaking Process:

A patient must have a diagnosis on the established list of debilitating conditions. The physician needs to certify that the patient has this condition with the final step of submission of application to the health department.  The health department makes the determination and issues the patient a card which allows that individual possession.  This certificate is good for one year.  There are no provisions on how to obtain the Marihuana for smoking.  Physicians do not prescribe Marihuana for smoking-only certify.  Marihuana has been available in pill form which has been prescribed by physicians. *Marihuana is the spelling used on the bill and for sake of continuity, has been spelled the same as the original verbiage on the ballot.
2009 Budget Update:

Discussions will begin Thursday.

Other Issues:

Dr. Condit brought to the attention of the legislators present the S-CHIP program problem.  Children are being taken off primary rolls (insurances) and then placed on Medicaid.  Currently, Medicaid pays less than 30 cents on a dollar.  There was further discussion with Rep. Hildenbrand after the meeting adjourned regarding insurers covering Medicaid children (BC MiChild, Priority Health Medicaid, etc) petitioning the state to have them removed off their rolls and sent into the Medicaid system.  Concern was that the Medicaid system was already exhausted and was there financial motivation for this action and should this action be appropriate.

The meeting was adjourned.

A personal THANK YOU to all Alliance members that rallied together to deliver messages to our legislators on the chiropractic scope of expansion bill.  It was your phone calls and emails that prevented the passage of a bill that was not in the best interest of our community and the citizens of our state.
Respectfully Submitted,

Deborah M. Droste

KCMSA Legislative Member

