LEGISLATIVE MEETING REPORT
October 13, 2008

The following items were discussed:

1.  Senate Bills 1414 & 1415 – Driving Restrictions and Physician Indemnification from Liability…….both bills passed the Senate on 9-17.  These bills will allow physicians the ability to report to the State a patient that may be questionable in driving based on their medical examination without violating HIPPA rules.  It is the State’s responsibility to investigate further whether the individual is capable of driving.  The physician does not make the determination.

2.  Smoke Free Update HB 4163- This will be on the House agenda for the lame duck session.  There was significant objection by the Detroit area specifically regarding Casino’s and Ilitch holdings (Red Wings (Joe Louis), Tigers (Comerica Park), Fox Theater, etc) all of which would have impact on economics for the city of Detroit. This bill will most likely include exclusions if passed.

3. BCBS Individual Market Reforms-update- This bill passed very quickly through the House and was stopped in the Senate.  Senator Tom George has directed after much investigation, a different version.  BC wants rate bans, high risk pools, and ability to medically underwrite and transfer money from BC to purchase other insurance organizations.  BC had a huge “threatening” lobby with heavy handed tactics in attempts to push this bill through.  BC would prefer that this bill fail in which case they will resubmit again in hopes of passing after the election.
4.  Chiropractic Scope of Practice-update-Kathy Angerer is sponsor of this bill as well as Senator Jansen, Senator Kahn, and Senator Kuipers.  Representative Angerer does not feel that this bill would cause significant impact on medicine.  The Chiropractic associations have scaled down to one organization from 4 which enables them more power to push this through with a stronger and more organized lobby.  MSMS is against this bill in that Chiropractors are not educated to provide these services (MRI’s, CT’s, imagining the entire body, and there is language that indicates they could do non invasive procedures which could be interpreted as pelvic exams, prostate, and rectal exams).  There is a patient safety issue with untrained and lack of education, exposing the patient to more unnecessary radiation, as well as increasing medical costs for un-necessary procedures. 

5.  Ballot Initiatives- Proposal 1: Medical Marijuana – MSMS is against this proposal as physicians have many medications to combat, it will be difficult for law enforcement to enforce and prosecute, inconsistent with smoke free ban.  Proposal 2:  Stem cell- MSMS is taking a neutral position on this proposal.  Medical researchers are looking for the value of stem cell for cures for diseases.  Other medical professionals are looking at the use of embryo stem cells as an opportunity for cloning and use of an embryo for research.  This proposal is an amendment to the Constitution which will allow the Federal Government to determine and regulate State laws.
It is important that KCMSA members review the Ballot proposals and become familiar with the consequences of these proposals if they should pass.  Regarding the Medical Marijuana proposal, this would allow each person 3 plants of Marijuana per house.  Marijuana currently exists in pill form and lastly physicians have proven medical regimens for the disease states that Marijuana is supposedly effective for.  This proposal has been “back and forth” since the 70’s.

Regarding Proposal 2, Don Condit MD is very involved and passionate about this proposal.  If you have questions regarding the necessity of stem cell research with embryos I would suggest you discuss this with Dr Condit.  Embryos do not need to be used for stem cell research. Stem cells may be obtained through other cells in the body.

I personally urge each member to contact Representative Angerer to educate her on the liability of expanding the scope of Chiropractors.
Tort reform is lingering in the background again.  It will depend on the election and which party is voted in if the tort reform we currently have will be “back to the drawing board”.

MSMS has put together a Presidential Candidate Health Care Platform grid that would be helpful for our members to circulate. It is attached.  

It would be appreciated if this report and attachment can be forwarded to members via email.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah M. Droste

KCMSA Legislative Committee Member

