Kent County Medical Society Legislative Meeting
Monday, January 11, 2010
Federal Health Care Reform 
The main discussion of the meeting was on Federal Health Care. Colin Ford, MSMS, explained that the legislative discussion is rapidly changing week by week.  The AMA did support the House and Senate bills, without a public option, in hopes of working for a position of influence in the House and Senate as the bills are negotiated.  AMA concerns continue to be payment reforms.  MSMS is watching closely any change in distribution of payments to rural states at the expense of Michigan reimbursements.  Doctors at the meeting expressed concern over Medicare reimbursement being lower than the cost of operational expenses with the elimination of consultation codes, Medicare withholding all payments for the first two weeks of 2010, and 21% cut in all Medicare codes. 
A discussion of rationing of care also occurred.  Doctors voiced fear of rationing as being the number one concern of their elderly patients.  Dr. Rose Ramirez rebutted that nonsystematic rationing already occurs in our health care system.  
Smoke Free Update
This bill has been signed and goes into effect May 1, 2010.  Members were encouraged to go out for dinner on May 1, because reporters will be watching to see how the new law affects Michigan business.
Chiropractic Scope of Practice
After 31 years, a bill has now passed.  According to Colin Ford, MSMS, it keeps chiropractors scope of practice as narrow as possible.  Chiropractors are allowed manipulations of extremities. It is not likely that chiropractic scope of practice will be debated again in the near future.  However, the big battles ahead will be with prescription privileges of nurse practitioners, physical therapists and psychologist.
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